Willisham Lodge – Christmas 2011

Dear Friends:

This Christmas letter will be very short, mainly due to the fact that we didn’t do much this year.

	In mid-February, we went to Fuerteventura in the Canary Islands.  These were chosen because they are warm all year round, yet are part of Europe.  We stayed at the Hilton hotel, in Caleta de Fuste which featured the only sandy beach for miles around, and had good rooms with a view of the Atlantic Ocean.  Avis provided a rental car, which we used to get to Betencuria where we enjoyed one of the best restaurants on the island (on 3 occasions).  It’s difficult to get there, but we liked the hospitality and food so much we felt it was worth it.

In April, our life changed when we got Sasha, our new Wiemaraner puppy.  She’s a bundle of energy and into everything, both good and bad.  Slowly, she’s being trained to be better behaved.  This is a picture of Sasha at 3 months.  

Now that Sasha’s fully grown, she’s become more assertive as the second picture shows.  As she’s still a pup, until 1 year, we decided not to travel to the States.  A juvenile dog can be difficult to handle, and our house sitters are somewhat elderly.  We do plan to return to the USA in autumn 2012.

This Summer Al’s grandson Jacob came to stay for 3 weeks.  He got a lot of golf, sightseeing, and playing with the dog.  

In September, Nicola gave birth to Sophia, Gillian’s new granddaughter.  She’s a lovely girl, and we hope to see more of her.  Amelia, her 3 year old sister, is going to school, so there’s some relief for Nicola.  Al went to a SD School of Mines re-union in Sussex in Sept.  Al’s classmate, (Mrs) Nancy Ward Dunham was the hostess along with husband George.

Thanksgiving this year will be at the Leaping Hare Restaurant near home.  We’ll miss seeing our friends and family.  

We hope you have a very happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Gillian and Al Wilson

Willisham Lodge, IP8 4SL   England
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For more pictures, go to our website: www.wilsonpeabody.com/al
And click on Where have we been?












